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Not one, tn a group of boors that rank fairly high. And yet there are several that 
are fatrly assured as to sales and rentals, - a new Sabatini, MASTER AT ARMS (Hough- 
ton, 41fflin), and a new romance by Lady Eleanor Smith, LOVERS' MEETING (Doubleday, 
Doran), to mentron the two outstanding dependables. Then for your customers who 
are keen enough to enjoy its subtleties, Helen Simpson's MAID NO MORE (Reynal and 
Hitchcock), but 1t's not for the man in the street. And there's a dog story by Eric 
Knight, LASSIE COME-HOME (Winston) whitch may just fill that gap of sentiment-cum- 
escape which 1s needed at the moment. See below for reports. 
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Rumsey, Adeline WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS Simon & Schuster 








@ e From the small change of human experience the author has extracted great 
feeling and reality, and yet it is difficult to indicate anything new, anything mark- 

edly dramatic. By its very lack of show it is doubly effective. Here as relentless 
as it is muted is a story of "lives of quiet desperation" - three girls who find that 
the years bring no change, only the deadening of whatever hopes they once held. The 
story opens in 1920 and carries down to the present, as it traces the story of three 
girls and the daughter of one - fairly typical girls of a typical New York middle class 
background. Held together by the warmth and vitality of the mother, the "bough breaks" 
with her death, forcing each to stand alone. Julia faces marriage (a marriage precipi- 
tated by pregnancy though by another man) to 2 man she ridicules and loathes; Grace, 
the spinster, stifles her loneliness by running a gift shop; Abby, the youngest, has 
married for love, but finds that love is worn down by years of scraping to meet the 
rent. "Jam tomorrow, jam yesterday, but never jam today" ~ this is the theme. It's 
bleak, and quite disenchanted; I don't know when I've read quite as uncomfortable a 
book, but it is very real as these three go down the years with a forlorn acceptance 
of lives they had expected would be otherwise. A woman's book — and an extraordinarie 
ly good one — but perhaps too unsettling and stripped of glamor for wide sales. None- 
theless, in these unpredictable days, there's an oddly masochistic streak which re- 
sults in popularity for the very books one might expect would be taboo. This is worth 
attention. Don't miss it. $2.50 i 






















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


June 11 
O'Brien, Edward J. THE BEST SHORT STORIES 1940 Houghton, Mifflin 
@ This perennial includes some top-ranking names, Caldwell, Farrell, Faulk- 


ner, Hemingway, Saroyan, “omroff, etc., etc., with comparatively little in the way of 
discoveries. The stories range from conditions now current, abroad and at home, to 
regional material and child psychology. $2.75 
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Sabatini, Rafael MASTER AT ARMS Houghton, Mifflin 


A long, boisterous, roistering tale of post-Revolutionary France and the 
Chovan-royalist fight to re-establish the monarchy, turned out in period rhetoric and 
trimmings. A socially obscure but skillful master at Arms is the lion-hearted hero, 
who inherits a vast estate in France too late. The Kevolution has intervened. The 
lustrous eyes of his lady love lure him into crossing the path of two blackguard cous- 
ins, in his attempt to buy it back. He is drawn into the melee, he spends time and 
effort to lead the Chouans and monarchists to victory — but the cause fails. The book 
is a long saga of sword and spirit, mutiny within and treachery without, but romance 
wins though the cause loses, and the readers of Scaramouche et sl will like it. As 
for me ~ I think Sabatini has lost his magic touch. $2.50 


De Vries, Peter BUT WHO WAKES THE BUGLER? °/'° Houghton, Mifflin 


Ne plus ultra experiment in surrealistic farce - as phantasmagorical as it 
intends to be, and as bewildering as it is bewildered. It outdafts Dali, and quite 
honestly it strikes me as singularly unfunny. The publisher's description defines Mr. 
Thwing as the "Archetype of the Submerged Male". He is aninoffensive, inconspicuous 
little man who runs a boarding house, dawdling and dreaming the days away, and torment-— 
ed by one problem, to marry or not to marry. You meet various bizarre tenants, you 
stumble into a murder that turns out not to be a murder, you meet his two sirens. Here 
and there a funny line — 2 palpable hit on men's and women's frailties. But all in all, 


it's confusing rather than amusing. $2 -86- 
allt 

June 28 j Y 

Morris, Hilda THE VANTAGE POINT Putnam 


An excellent woman's novel, in the story of a spinster school teacher ap- 
parently set in the mold cf a past generation, who is remade when she loses her job 
and has to find new paths cf endeavor. she salvages scattered members of her family, 
old and young; she establishes a bcarding house in the home that the old uncle was 
about to lose, and she finds that middle age has its compensations. One might call it 
a fictionized Life Begins at Forty six. Hilda Morris writes substantial novels, sound 
in their reflection of a way of thought and life; her people are people such as you and 


I might know; she sets off no fireworks, but she tells a credible story and her work is 


increasingly readable. $2.50 


July 1 
Knight, Eric LASSIE COME—HOME Winston 


here's a dog story designated for juvenile sales, but we feel that it has 
a chance of the double market in the same sense that Greyfriar's Bobby holds its place 
in the sun. The Marguerite Kirmse illustrations are another factor, which will make 
it appeal to all dog lovers. The story of a courageous collie, told against the York— 
shire background that Eric Knight knows and reflects so well. Lassie belongs to a 
collier — and the soft berth of life with the neighboring Duke is not to her liking. 
She is taken four hundred miles, and she finds her way home. For full report see 
page 251, in the juvenile section. Perhaps this is the sort of relief one needs from 
tension of headlines and radio these days. $2.00 
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July 1 
Stevenson, D. E. THE ENGLISH AIR Farrar & Rinehart 


Likable English picture and a book that Stevenson fans will read with 
pleasure, It's wishful romance based on international conditions, with divided alle- 
giance as the problem facing a German youth and an English girl. The lad has been sent 
to England to visit friends; English attitudes, ways of thinking, manner of life con~ 
fuse and finally convince him, and he returns to Germany a confessed anti-Nazi. PFinal- 
ly, he is forced to flee, seeks safety in Scotland - and then faces the problem of deep 
national roots at, odds with his love for an English girl and an English way of life. 

He accepts a compromise, going to Finland to fight against the Russians. It begs the 
question and proves nothing but the possibility of internal dissension ultimately pro- 


ducing results. But at any other time it would prove good entertainment. $2.50 
July 5 
Widdemer, Margaret SOMEDAY I'LL FIND YOU Farrar & Rinehart 


Cream puff, pleasant in a minor way. possibly to be recommended for July 
hammock reading. A girl following the slogan that "women are equal" determines to mar- 
ry a fly by night escapist, and proposes to him. When she realizes he cansented just 
for a laugh she leaves him. But eventually they discover that there was something 


deeper between them — and he finds a chance to propose himself. Rentals. $2.00 
July 12 

Simpson, Helen MAID NO MORE Reynal & Hitchcock 

* A novel which you should bring to the attention of the most discrimat— 


ing among your customers. It's an intelligent, somewhat unworldly tale of Pyritan, 
Royalist and pagan, of a mystic maid and a proud man. The period is the earlyI7t: cen- 
tury -— the conflict lies between salvation and practicality, and Helen Simpson has cre- 
ated a unique situation and handled it deftly. An impoverished Royalist and two women 
preachers are passengers on an unseaworthy vessel bound for the slave coast, and ulti- 
mately the freedom of the Indies. But storm without and storm within wreck all their 
plans — and Mary Askill, mystic, proves to be = robust. human when confronted with a 
situation apparently beyond the reach of her spiritual powers. But at the close the 


spirit wins through again. An unusual book, now witty, now profound - always entertain- 
ing. | $2.50 


July 15 


Watkin, Lawrence E. GEESE IN THE FORUM Knopf 


Regretfully, we acknowledge that this is not another On Borrowed Time. 
It's altogether pleasant, light as air, but lacking in the originality and the rare 
quality of the first. There are some nice people, there are touches of whimsy and hu-~ 
mor (the latter occasionally overstrained), but on the whole it seems good only for a 
casual hour. Watkin centers on home grounds ~ a small southern college, with a young 
liberal on the teaching staff as central character. A tenuous plot byilt around his 
Marriage to a wealthy New Yorker when the home-town girl jilted him. There's a "change 
partners" game; there's campus politics; there are nice characters throughout, good even 


if inconsequential companions, $2.50 
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July 19 ; ( 

Curran, Dale PIANO IN THE BAND Reynal & yitchcock 

* Your Young Man with a Horn market will want to seethis, though the em- 


phasis is on the bandthis time, rather than the player. Granting that jazz music— 
ians can be as articulate as this would have you believe, salting the Hemingway-ish 
musical descriptions, this ranks as a novel about a band. Jeff Walters, bandleader, 
has established himself after 15 years climb from nothing to audience' favorite and 

is against the new music his best players are urging upon him. They try to make him 
see what they are trying to do, when further discord arrives in the shape of a singer 
who has come far under Walters' coaching, but who, also arouses his fury by having a 
feeling for swing. There's a triangle situation - there are jam sessions with top- 
flight Negro musicians - and the strange hold Walters has over them all is only broken 
by his death, which leaves them free - and insecure. This might be termed a "prelude 
to swing"- the date is 1933 - and for the initiates, there are portraits of well known 





musicians worked into the story. For a clearly defined market. $2.00 
July 24 
Jamieson, Leland ATTACK! Morrow 


Long short story, primarily action story, tense and often exciting, of 
aerial combat, and secondarily, the maturing of a boy under fire. The scene opens 
when an American aerial carrier battleship is sent to intercept the planting of an en- 
emy base in South America. There are two thrilling airfights, the old true and tried < 
pattern streamlined and brought up to date, and still good! A man's story, primarily, 
and well done. Good for rentals - and mid-summer hot weather sales. Note price.$1.50 


July ?? 


Derleth, August COUNTRY GROWTH Scribner 


Collection of short stories, built around a central theme, the pulse of 
Sac Prairie. These come close to the tempo of his first book, The Tree Falls South, 
without the social implications. Some of the same characters run through the stories, 
giving one the sense of being part of the town, and opening one door after another. 
There are small town folk, country folk, a code of mores that seem to easterners out— 
moded, but that reflect vast stretches of our country still. My mind went back to 
Bromfield's The Farm, to Glenway Wescott's Grandmothers. Bits of national politics, 
of local politics, romance and scandal and the bits and pieces, warp and woof of coun- 
try life, realistically handled. For essential flavor read Good Pye, yargery, Any Day 
Now, The Intercessors and The No Sayers. New elements, divorce, war, new sex standards 
and morals, fitted into an old pattern. He has a nice quality. $2.50 


Muir, Emily SMALL POTATOES Scribner 


Maine as the background for a sensitive study of adolescence, a story 
filled with homey repetitions, local and family anecdotes, trivia of daily life and 
a glowing response to Maine's natural beauties. The plot revolves around Nathan's e- 
mergence from the world of boyhood to a keener perception of his part in the scheme of 
things, - first of the place in the family, in his immediate world, then to a realiza- 
tion of externals, with the war impinging on his awakening consciousness, and new dis- 
cords, within him, to be realigned in the larger world. $2.50 
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August 1 


@ Undset, Sigrid MADAME DORTH: A Knopf 


pis Deas id 


This fits neither into Sigrid Undset's historical nor into her modern 
problem novels. The time might have been fifty years ago — it is singularly undated, 
in that sense. But the emphasis is on the portrait of a woman, the maternal, wifely 
type. The plot falls into three main scenes, — first, the escapade which ends with 
Dorthea left alone to swing a large family, with sharply constricted finances; second 
her experiences in the outer world, where she goes to help out in the home of a dis- 
solute neighbor— third the family goes to a large wedding, and come up against outside 
influences which shape their lives anew. Somehow the book — and the character - fail 
to move one. There seems no focus, no conflict, resolved or unresolved. $2.50 


‘\ 


August 5 / uly +9 


Minnigerode, Meade THE TERROR OF PERU Farrar & Rinehart 





* A good story-telling job, with a teasing buildup not quite justified by 

the close, but thoroughly entertaining reading. The opening comment by the story tel-— 
ler sets the key:— "This is really a very silly story...The boy was so absurd, and the 
€irl so mean. And everybody perspired so much." Apt— though unpredictable. A fantas- 
tic story of Jules who at 23 was a sort of reductio ad absurdum of his times, carrying 
every vice and virtue of the period — the 17th century — to excess, but rescued by sin- 
cerity and youth, as he trails the daughter of a Spanish grandee, a foolish venture in 
high style heroics. There is amusing use of the vernacular and a bit of fishwife ar- 
got in the telling, so 'ware your conservaties. Minnigerode has a facile pen, and a / 
gift for spinning a yarn against an exotic, but authentic background. $2.50 / 


Murray, D. Le TALE OF THREE CITIES Knopf 


Historical romance that spans Rome, Paris and London in the mid-19th cen- 
tury, with Italy's devious battle for freedom, Napoleon III's strategy, political, 
economic and military, and over 700 pages of story, characters, battles and star-cross-— 
ed lovers. Deodato; a foundling, escapes the religious order to which he had been 
assigned, to pursue his love of sculpture (and incidentally of Ludovica). He follows 
a devious trail, with the help of Napoleon III discovers his father's identity, and 
becomes €mbroiled in political intrigue. Murray is the author of three other histor—- 


ical romances. He has a greater gift for period than for plot. $3.00 
August 6 
Y 
Smart, Charles Allen ROSSCOMMON Random House 


The author of &.F.)D. makes a stab at his conception of Utopia in a sin- 
gularly oblique novel. His Utopia grows out of the shattered brain of a man who has 
failed at life, and who was seeking - through an imaginary revitalization of an an- 
cestral farm, to rescue something from his own shipwreck. He populates his communal 
farm with several generations of the family that had petered out, he adds other dere— 
licts.and other constructive factors, but 2l1l seeking something that life had failed 
to give them. The plan is outlined, now with an aura of fantasy, now of straight fic- 
tion - H. G. Wellsian, perhaps. The ideal community, with education covering the en- 
tire span of life with cooperative farming and marketing and living, incorporates a 
whole social philosophy. The plan, as outlined, is the last gesture made by a man who 
has given up all he holds dear, and from whom this much is salvaged as he goes over the 
brink. A story within a frame — and not quite resolved nor clarified. $2.00 
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du Maurier, Angela WEEP NO MORE Doubleday, Doran C 


100% romanticists might be tricked into enjoying this lush novel of re- 
incarnation, ineptly set in Europe of the World War, the Austrian Anschluss and the 
submarine warfare of the present crisis. But to the hard—headed average reader, the 
story is unreal, — sublime, perhaps for the heroine, but ridiculous for the audience. 
The strange name of Sirion is the key that unlocks the mystery, as the heroine - after 
an interlude of twenty years ~enlivened by a son and a second marriage, terminated by 
suicide on the part of the disillusioned German husband —- our dewy-eyed Mary, redis-— 
covers her lost love of girlhood in the person of a mysterious artist friend of her 


son's. Sorry - but I can't take it. $2.00 
Smith, Lady Eleanor LOVERS' MEETING J ub 2 - Doubleday, Doran 
* I wonder if the publishers picked the same publication date on purpose to 


show how convincingly it could be done. For here is another story of reincarnation, a 
skillful interweaving of tricks with time and conditions. The story starts in 1812, 
the lovers are a high born maiden and her young brothers' tutor, and the spell in an 
old manual on sorcery gives them power over time. Next -— the present, with a reversal 
of social pattern, the girl this time is lowly born, daughter of a crook, the man scion 
of a noble family, about to be married to a girl of his own level. As they step back 
again into the past, they take with them awareness of the present - and, inextricably 
linked as they are, each longs to cling to the estate which best fulfills the ego. The 
periods are kept amazingly real and amazingly distinct; the characters come through, 


even the shift in their estate. And the whole emerges, an intricate pattern, deftly ( 
handled, $2.50 
Clark, Alan S. FIREWALL = /9 Random House 


Against the background of a small New England town, where annual motor- 
cycle races are held in which the young crowd takes part, is told the story of young 
America muddled and gone to seed. In the tough surfaced, rapid transit mode of writ- 
ing, a violent if somewhat diffuse story unfolds. First families from the Revolution 
down, the Adams had lost standing with the years; the Fletchers had accumulated wealth 
but not guts. Their stories are interwoven, and the plot grows out of the characters, 
while in the background, the annual event of the motorcycle race sets the pace. Fast, 
hard. disillusioned story, but there isn't quite enough of what it takes to outdistance 








others that have been done —- and done better -— in the field. $2.00 — 
August 13 
Daly, Re We BROADS IDES Macmillan 


Good masculine story in the picture of the British navy, its engagements 
and men and officers, towards the end of the 18th century. The central figure is Irish, 
hating England, but determined to take advantage of the training they can give him in 
their service, preparation ~ as he sees it - for the avenging of his father's murder. 
He fights the French, he battles in Turkey, at Trafalgar he saves an English friend's 
life. His inner life is in conflict over the love which interferes with friendship, 
over the search for vengeance, and only when the New World beckons and promiseshappiness 
to him and the girl he loves, can he resolve the elements. A technical, historical 
patterned fictionization of the years 1792-1806, a story of friendship and love and 
patriotism. But for those to whom the naval background, told in great detail, is un- 
known ground, the story is barely sufficient to carry over. $2.50 
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THRILLERS T0 PASS THE TIMé 

Published 
Rutland, Harriet THE POISON FLY MURDER Harrison-Hilton 
* Once again a top-ranking yarn, in a story where the author introduces 
murder into a fishing paradise in Wales. Lots of rod and line marginalia add to in- 
cisive characterization and well hidden crime for a superior story. $2.00 

June 12 

Ermine, Will RIDER OF THE MIDNIGHT RANGE Morrow 


Average good Western, as a pretty girl hands Jim Carver a knight erran- 
try problem, of finding her kidnapped father. The murder of two of Jim's pals by the 
kidnappers puts Jim on the trail. There are gun battles, stolen money, and in the 


end of course, Jim gets the outlaws, the gal and the cash. $2.00 
June 18 
Rhode, John MURDER AT LILAC COTTAGE Dodd, Mead 


Phlegmatic, lucid Dr. priestley once again directing impetuous young 
Inspectors Waghorn and Hanslet in their solution of the murder of a dope trafficker in 
a small English village. Possible crime passionel as a throw-off; startling murder 


device, but otherwise foreseeable finish to fairly routine murder story. $2.00 
July 16 
Patton, David Knox MURDER ON THE PACIFIC Dodd, Mead 


An off-season luxury liner's voyage from China to the States is the set- 
ting for a murder merry-go-round, with a purser doing the ham detecting. A Consul- 
General with a number of likely enemies, is killed; add to the collection of suspects 
a mad missionary and a cosmopolitan young lady, and you have quite a group. Easy 


busy reading, with accent on action, and fun enough. $2.00 
July 24 

Dresser, Davis DEATH RIDES THE PECOS Morrow 

° Above average tale, in which the hard fighting team of Twister and 


Chuckaluck, riding south and seeking a peaceful life, are drawn into the affair of a 
girl about to lose her ranch. They make the countryside sit up and take notice, and 
when the smoke clears away, the girl has her ranch again, together with the fiance 


who had been framed on a murder charge. And our heroes head south. $2.00 
July ?? 

Ford, Leslie OLD LOVER'S GHOST Scribner 

* This is in her better vein, though once again it is a better story than 


it is a mystery. Colonel Primrose, the redoubtable Buck and Grace Latham again mix 
in matters to mutual confusion and ultimate enlightenment. A good romance, with its 
share of mystery, a new setting of Yellowstone National Park; A Ranger as hero and a 
villian who is better dead. Ran in S.E.P. $2.00 
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Aapust— 6b 
Raine, William MacLeod TRAIL'S END Houghton, Mifflin 2 , 


Raine dependable, and always good for the Santa Fe region, for he spins 
a good tale. There is less gun shooting than the bloodhounds desire, perhaps, for 
our cowboy hero works for a newspaper, and runs his own ranch on the side. The paper 
is owned by a girl, and there are all sorts of undercurrents of trouble over old 
Spanish land grants, papers in the newspaper files, feuds between big owners and small 


and a gang that uses the girl as decoy. But between them, the cowboy and his girl 
$2.00 =~ 


employer clean up the gang. 


August 8 
Du Bois, William THE CASE OF THE FRIGHTENED FISH Little, Brown 


Sprightly entertainment, though so fast paced as to be sometimes confus-— 
ing. New york journalist goes to Bermuda and to Nassau on the tril of a murderer, 
and is confronted with another deader; then with the opening of an aquarium, on a 
Bahamas bay, is presented with two more. Romance, professional jealousies, marital 
trouble, provide this amateur criminologist with plenty of false leads, but the crim- 
inal is apprehended without further loss of life (Jordan was in The Case of the Deadly 


Diary). $2.00 
August 9 
Barber, Willette Ann & MURDER DRAWS A LINE Doubleday, Doran 
Schabelitz, R. F. 4 


A New York commercial artist and his girl are involved in three deaths 
which all link into the artist's studio. The how of the killing is easy; the who and 
the why keep the amateur Shylocks and the New York police on their toes. Belongs to 
the somewhat repetitious "little-did-I-know" school, and it is easy to spot the murder- 


er, but the motives are buried in past history. Readable, but not grade A. $2.00 
Poster, Bennett POWDERSMOKE FENCE Doubleday, Doran 
* Wire fences the cause of the feud between large and small cattle owners, 


and the sheriff is the victim. Dave and his partner take over, keep the community 
peaceful, but trouble makers, working undercover for their own private gain, keep the 
fencing problem a fighting issue, make Dave and Pug scramble to settle the battle, to 


solve the murder and to expose the local nuisance. Good yarn. $2.00 
postgate, Raymond VERDICT OF TWELVE Doubleday, Doran 
* From a survey of the various members of the jury, to the court trial 


of a murder case, to the jury room arguments, persuasions and achievement of a decis-— 
ion ~ to the truth of the case from the accused on her way to freedom, this is first 
rate murder trial stuff, spotlighting the individual actors, as to background, beliefs, 
mental processes. Not a whodunit, but a readable job of back stage at an English 


trial. $2.00 
August 15 
Gruber, Frank THE LAUGHING FOX Farrar & Rinehart 
* Nimblewitted booksalesman, Johnny Fletcher and his sidekick, Sa Cragg, q 
once again embroiled in murders, this time at a mid-West Cattle Congress. A 20 year 
old disappearance, two killings, fox breeding and raising, a fur auction complicate 


Johnny's financial condition and ingenuity, but he does disclose the killer and long 
missing man. Good pace and inventive as The French Key. $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 


Inevitably, ome pauses before the question of what books are essential "Must Books" 
and what books must be appraised carefully and stocked accordingly. of this issue's 
output, I'd say that the two headliners among books on current problems and conditions 
are Edmund Taylor's THE STRATEGY OF TERROR (youghton, Mifflin) and Henry Wolfe's THE 
IMPERIAL SOVIETS (Doubleday). Important, yes — but not with an assured market. . For 
entertainment, my favorites are William Raine's GUNS OF THE FRONTIER (Houghton, Mifflin) 
and Ben Lucien Burman's BIG RIVER TO CROSS (john Day), but again, they will have to 

be "sold" to the public. So — with this introduction, we'll report these titles along 
with the others under 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


June 5 


Rodell, Fred DEMOCRACY AND THE THIRD TERM Howell, Soskin 


A brief and very pertinent analysis of the third term issue and the angles 
involved, by a man who succeeds in maintaining an objective viewpoint and presenting 
the arguments for both sides. Should a president achieve a third term in the face of 
the doubt as to long -run government morality? of immediate political expediency? of 
his own future? the nation's future? And what of the threat of dictatorship, of po- 
litical patronage? Then again, if he happens to be the best man in the job and for 
the job, the pros and cons of switching horses in mid-stream. ye presents the histor- 
ical background and precedents. The "Founding Fathers" were all in favor of a third 
term; sheer exhaustiononly stood in their way. Two great Democrats alone among them 
said No - Jefferson and Jackson. Grant, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt and Coolidge 
all might have been Third Term office holders, if the country had wished it. He pokes 
holes in the dictatorship argument and in the patronage argument. And he poses the 
question of domestic and foreign affairs as the real issue, and not the Third Term bogy 
when it comes to F.D.R. Here is the text book for controversy on the subject. $1.50 


June 26 2 y 


Tracy, M. E. NEW WORLD CHALLENGE TO IMPERIALISM Coward, McCann 


This is not a war mongering book, but a challenge to our understanding 
of what is happening in the world today and what the responsibility of the Western 
Hemisphere is towards maintaining and protecting democracy in its last stronghold. He 
highlights this picture against a survey of the growth of imperialism in the period 
when the Western Hemisphere was being opened up; of the British Empire, the Dutch, the 
French, the Belgian, the Spanish reaching out for more and yet more. Our own "imperial- 
ism" is somewhat glossed over, explained away. Then the growth of democracy through— 
out the patin American countries. And finally, the new spread of imperialism with 
Germany as its strongest proponent, a threat to civilization. $3.25 


June 11 3N 0 





Haldane, J. B. S. SCIENCE AND EVERYDAY LIFE Macmillan 


A collection of 70 odd articles written by Haldane for the Datly Worker. 
Brief, succinct, giving a few facts about scientific matters which affect man's daily 
life and bringing those facts into relation with everyday existence. Mathematics, 
physics, evolution, medicine, astronomy, biology, dietetics, etc. He brings out small 
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points not included in any college curriculum, points which aid man in dealing with 
the society in which he lives. Bits of political science are interspersed. Haldane 


is a sincere Marxist. Simple. Interesting. $2.00 
June 18 
Bonn, John Louis S. J. SO FALLS THE ELM TREE macmillan 


This biography serves a double purpose, ~— it is ostensibly the life of 
Mother Valencia (born Francoise Ailloud of Savoy), and it is the story of the hospi- 
tal of St. Francis in Hartford, Connecticut, with which her life, as founder, was in- 
extricably bound. As a member of the sisterhood of St. Joseph, she was sent to America 
to be superintendent of a new hospital. She found a red brick house, filled with work- 
men, with no equipment, furniture, food nor money. By the end of a first year of faith, 
prayer, and hard work, the $9.47 she was herself able to contribute grew to over 
$6,000.00. The story goes through the growth of the institution, past the turn of the 
century, up to the time when it is ministering to 13,000 patients, with a staff of 58 
sisters. The delightfully human side of Mother Valencia, her deep sympathies, energy, 
faith and prayer all went into the building of the great house of mercy. To Catholics 
and Protestants alike, who are interested in institutional work, this story should prove 
an inspiration. To Catholics it has deeper religious significance. Not dramatic enough 
to catch the average reader, but call to attention of those indicated. The author is 


a professor of Boston College. (Cath. Bk. Club). $2. 50 
June 19 
Allen, Gracie GRACIE ALLEN FOR PRESIDENT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is a natural for the Gracie Allen fans - and the roster of her radio 
listeners is immense. Also, it may prove to be the comic relief needed in time of 
stress, in this vortex of speculation about the state of the world and of this nation, 
Gracie sets out to resolve the problems of the third term in her own inimitable way, 
with her own ticket, her platform, her program. Read it for the puns, the non sequitur 
nonsense — that is if you like it. Refreshingly silly. The publishers are launching 
the book with some clever sales material, posters, stickers, etc., and the radio pro- 


gram will provide impetus. $1.00 
ok 7 : 
June £5— 
Taylor, Edmund L. THE STRATEGY OF TERROR Houghton, Mifflin 
. The war of nerves, the most destructive of Hitler's new weapons, is here 


analyzed from its inception. Taylor, correspondent of the Chicago Tribune, has kept 
meticulous diaries sine 1938 in Europe, and has studied at close range the insidious 
tactics used, from Munich on — bringing the story up to May, 1940. Dissension, rumors 
of fear, manipulations of public opinion, traced through conversations with the man 

on top and the man in the street. He shows how government officials changed their 
policies fundamentally as they realized what was happening, how counter propaganda 

was set up to offset the German machine. It is a fascinating study — a valuable one. 

We hope it wont be submerged in the intense concentration on history taking place in 
double quick time today, for the principles are having far-reaching effect on this 
country now. 32-60 
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June 13 


Lovejoy, Clarence SO YOU'RE GOING TO COLLEGE Simon & Schuster 


June 1, 1940 


A valuable compendium for the baffled young people facing the problem of 
why, where and how to go to college. The first part deals with costs - typical ex- 
penses, available scholarships, loan organizations, federal and private; types of work 
on campus and off for those earning their way. The second part deals with the selec- 
tion of the college, on the basis of curriculum, faculty, size, locality (though he 
carefully avoids appraisal of specific colleges). The last part swings back to the prob- 
lems of working the way through - and of preparation for after college. An appendix 


lists 1000 institutions, with rating and key facts. Good reference book. $2.00 
a 
| - LN 
Ripperger, Henrietta A HOME OF YOUR OWN Os pare te Simon & Schuster 
And How To Run It 


June bride special, though its chief value would be before marriage, as 
part of the preparedness campaign, rather than afterwards. It covers such subjects 
as home hunting, doing over the rooms, selection of furniture, lighting fixtures, lin- 
en, silver, china and glass, closets, kitchen equipment. From then she goes on to 
practical post-matrimony routine, - cleaning, care of equipment and accessories, laun- 
dry, sanitation, selection and preparation of food, the servant problem, the social 
side of domesticity, the handling of the budget, two-income problems, whether or not 
a baby. There are lists of period furniture, costs of linen, a vitamin chart, a wine 
chart, a sample budget, practical insurance, layettes at different price levels. Good 
common sense material, falling between the ultra-conservative and the ultra-modern, 
which should be valuable for any housekeeper. Illustrated by Anna Cleveland. $2.49 oe 


Clark, Fred G. MAGNIFICENT DELUSION Whittlesey 


Some of this book is keyed by the Fortune magazine polls, and the indi- 
cations of the way America is thinking (or failing to think). But most of it is the 
author's plea to wake up before it is too late to the dangers of socializing business, 
of strangling initiative and ambition at the source, of failing to create new capital. 
He takes American society apart, discussing our system of education, of religion, of 
local polities; our blindness to what is happening while we crucify commerce on the 
cross of social conscience, and close our eyes to the end of democracy. There is no 
tie up with international programs and policy. Plenty of food for thought, and a 


sound alignment of the arguments against the New Deal. $1.00 
July M2 C 
Lawrence, Jack WHEN THE SHIPS CAME IN Farrar & Rinehart 


Entertaining reminiscences and anecdotes of a Ship News reporter as he 
gives a lively potpourri of harbor tales around the Battery. The boats themselves, 
their staffs and passengers, interviews and incidents, Morgan, Diamond Jim, Bet-a- 
million Gates, Caruso, and other celebrities of the past come to life again in his 
stories; the sinking of the Lusitania and Titanic, the U-Boats off New London, the 
German bid for commercial supremacy of the seas. And finally, the small bits of 
color around the harbor, - bar tenders, eating joints, etc. Illustrated with photo- 
graphs ahd drawings. A rather specialized audience. $2.50 
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July 11 , 


Hsieh Pingying GIRL REBEL John Day 
Translated by Adet & Anor Lin An Autobtography 


A girl of "young China" who breaks with tradition violently, not only on 
the social side of foot binding, arranged marriages and education, but by becoming a 
soldier in the Nationalist Revolution of 1923-7 and again in 1937. Daughter of an ex- 
tremely conservative Huan family, she wins her home battles by wiles and force; to es- 
cape family domination she gets varied schooling, to escape marriage she joins the 
army, and when the revolt collapses, she returns home. Four attempts to run away are 
frustrated, and eventually she goes through with the marriage, making clear to her hus- 
band what kind of marriage it is to be. Though a favorite with her husband's family, 
she seizes the opportunity to escape again, takes up a wandering life, moreschooling, 
a lover and a baby daughter, travel in Japan, and finally the army once more. An un- 
selfconscious recounting of an individualist's career, of interest to all who are con- 
cerned in modern China. There are extracts from her new war diaries, but they are a 


small part of the book. $2.00 


July 12 
Wolfe, Henry C. THE IMPERIAL SOVIETS Doubleday, Doran 


* The German Octopus came too soon, and its warnings were belittled, but it 


Now comes The Imperial Soviets, an appallingly enlightening 


proved too sure a prophet. 
He shows, 


appraisal of the inside picture of Stalinism, in its imperialistic ambitions. 
conclusively, a continuous chain linking German and Russian military smypathies, even 
when anti~communism was the battlecry. He proves a continuous economic dependence, a 
united stand against "capitalist aggression". He delineates comparable patterns of 
propaganda, of educational methods, intended to confuse the enemy with a smoke screen. 
Opportunism has dictated the foreign policy; opportunism is dictating Russia's present 
stand, Russia's plans for domination of the Dardanelles, of Scandinavia. To this end, 


Stalin, supports the Reich. $2.50 
Mid-—July 


Tressler, Irving D. HORSE AND BUGGY DAZE Howell, Soskin 


About as corny as the rustic successes he parodies - I've never found 
him particularly funny - but there are those who liked his series of lowbrow slap- 
stick take offs on best seller, How to Lose Friends ai Altenate People, etc. Here 
we have another, with a worthless pa alternating between country law, country doc-— 
toring and country farming. He rides all phases of R.F.D. living, and parodies the 


happy home and the school. Whacky - occasionally vulgar - full of puns. $1.50 
July 23 
Harpole, James BEHIND THE SURGEON'S MASK Stokes 


Again human interest stories framing a certain amount of medical in- 
formation, as in Body Menders, and deSpite the title, there is as much general med- 
icine as surgery. True case stories, involving the surgical, the glandular, the psy- 
chological, from typhoid to tumors. There are chapters involving dentistry, allergies 
and sun treatment, common diseases and rare. Personal, popular handling of stories 


which contain a good bit of drama and sentiment. Not big doctor stuff but readable. 
$2.75 
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August 5 
Mason, Gregory SOUTH OF YESTERDAY holt 
* Investigations among Caribbean Indian civilizations, with archaeology 


and anthropology as the bases. First a sketch of aerial explorations, its hazzards, 
results successful and otherwise, the equipment of a modern explorer in the tropics 
and the conduct of an expedition - then personal experiences along the trails he has 
followed, which all meke for good reading. Adventures and misadventures among the 
Indians, interpretation of past history, well highlighted and enthusiastically pre- 
sented in completely non-technical fashion. For those interested in early history of 
the Americas, particularlyin the Caribbean, and entertaining to boot. Illustrated. 


$3.00 
aegaust—3— Jf.) |( 
Raine, William MacLeod GUNS OF THE FRONTIER Houghton, Mifflin 
* True stories of the lawless West by a man well known for his western 


fiction. Here is the source material, drawn from actual records in Arizona, Texas, 
California, Montana, Colorado, NeVada, the Northwest and Oklahoma. The old familiars 
are there, Jesse James, Billy the Kid, and others. There are stage coach holdups, 
cattle thieves, bank robbers, hired gunmen, train robbers. And there are the agencies 
for peace, some of which ran amuck themselves - rangers, vigilantes, peace marshals. 
It is grand entertainment - now that it is past - surely popular with men readers. 


Illustrated. (This report ran in the bulletin of 2/15/40, page 89. Repeated with new 
date). $3.00 — 


Rexroth, Kenneth IN WHAT HOUR Macmillan 


The author has published parts of this collection of verse in various 
liberal magazines. The first group of poems, Lessons in Geography and History are 
propagandist protest and praise on such issues as the Sacco Vanzetti case, the Spanish 
War, the annihilation of China, ete. The second part contains more personal poems, 
love poems alternating with some rather nice descriptive poems on his native Calif- 
ornia. The last half of the book is completely unintelligible to me - in the "I'll 


be obscure school." Experimental verse in the Auden, Spender school, lacking the 
power. $1.75 
Perelman, S. Jd. LOOK WHO'S TALKING uw Random House 


Fur.nyman Perelman (one of our favorite humorists) continues to report 
on his excursions into strange literature, country living, catalogs and direct mail 
advertising, recent developments in magazine advertising, etc., in slightly surrealiste 
madman manner. Them as likes him will like this collection from magazines. It is a 


good summer item, if you are sure of your host and hostess present, etc. $2.00 L- 
Attest —e Saptle 0/17 
Allen, Henry J. VENEZUELA: A Democracy Doubleday, Doran 


(This too was postponed, and the report from 4/15/40, page 183, is re- 
peated, under the new date). A discussion of Venezuelan history and politics, rather 
than a travel book. The author is more concerned with these phases of the country 
than with its beauty. So it is not a book for those who want local color and atmos-— 
phere. Attimes one is overwhelmed with the accumulation of facts thrown at one, but 
as a whole, the book leaves a coherent impression of the country and its program. The 
economic, cultural and industrial conditions are discussed, against the outline back- 
ground of his travels. One gets the impression of an ambitious plan for a well-es- 
tablished democracy, with universal education and better sanitation. I1ll'd. $3.50 
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August 9 


Hough, Henry Beetle COUNTRY EDITOR Doubleday, Doran 


In the footsteps of Country Lawyer and Country Doctor, this seems a natural 
progression. But somehow it doesn't quite make the grade, though the folksy account 
of a lifetime of running a small New England weekly (the Edgartown Gazette, for those 
who know their Marthats Vineyard), shares with the readers a cross section of the 
people and their lives. The townsfolk, the shopkeepers, the gentle and the merely 
genteel, the contributors to the paper, and the adventures and mishaps attendant upon 
getting out a country sheet. There's the purchase of the linotype machine; there's 
the one local murder; there are news stories, poetry contributed by local aspirants, 
all very small time, small town stuff, rustic and leisurely, with strong emphasis on 
the homely ways of life. Distinctly on the quaint side, and lacking the quality that 
make the Edwin Valentine Mitchell books so winning: The appeal is to the old timers, 


and to New Englanders, and there are lots of bits about the island and the natives 
$3.00 


that will catch local attention and interest. LF ’ 
: Gat AL ) 
Stevers, Martin MIND THROUGH THE AGES v Doubleday, Doran 
A History of Human Intelligence 


This is not a book for immediate quick sales, but a book that should take 
its place beside Mind in the Making as a study of biological evolution as reflected 
by man's intelligence. Our perceptions are sharpened today be recognition of the link- 
age of brute and reason; this history shows how slowly brute man has been brought into 
semi-control; and the conclusion, in facing today's repetition of historical patterns 
of the past, would seem to indicate that evolution is not yet complete. It has been 
a long uphill climb, — from primitive man through long ages to the dawn of civiliza- < 
tion; then successive manifestations and again submergence in the Dark Ages; once 
more advance, and the birth of modern science, of the industrial revolution, of the 


modern science, again a set back, Extraordinarily interesting. $3.75 
August 15 if 

Burman, Ben Lucien BIG RIVER TO CROSS John Day 

* I loved it, and it seems to me it has much the same sort of chance for 


success that Carmer's Stars Fell on Alabama had. It strikes a different note from 

the books in the Rivers series; it is less the historical background and the country 
through which the river flows, and more of the boats that ply their trade up and down 
the river and the people who make their living on the river. It scarcely seems neces-— 
sary to say that the "bigriver" is the Mississippi. Packet boats, steamboats, show 
boats, shanty boats, barges, all have their place; and woven in and through the story 
of how they fight droughts and floods and how they make the pattern of the river, is 
the record of the captains, the crews - and specifically and individually and humanly; 
of roustabouts and river pirates and the flotsam and jetsam that give color and life 
to the whole. Grand reading and good Americana, althcugh the surface picture is Miss- 
issippi life today. Illustrated. (This was postponed from June to August, and the re- Pa 
pord is repeated from 4/1/49, page 133, ) $3.00 


Mims, Sam OIL IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Marshall Jones 


In the story of Rebel Oakes, Mims has presented the contemporary picture 
of oil in our southern and southwestern districts, - Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, and 
primarily Louisiana. Oakes' career was a colorful human story of adventure and suc- q 
cess and failure and again success, and woven into it are wild cat schemes, intrica-— 
cies in tracing owners and old leases, amusing bits, pictures of the oil men of the 
region, a panorama of the whole incredible story, within our own memories. It is a 
dramatization of the human side of the oil game, popularly handled. $2.50 
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A Miscellany of Late Arrivals 
Haislet, Edwin L. BOXING Barnes 


Another addition to the Barnes Dollar Sports Library, and again a depend- 
able outline of technique, fundamentals and play, illustrated with diagram and pictures. 
Should be of interest not only to those who want to learn or to improve their boxing, 
but to fight fans who want to know the fine points. $1.00 


American Guide Series VIRGINIA Oxford 


Now that they are in their stride, there seems to be a uniform excellence 
to these American guides. This one has some particularly fine photographs, and the in- 
terest in special trips to Virginia (Garden Tours, historic tours, Williamsburg and 
natural beauties) makes it a practical travel book as well as an excellent reference 
book on the history, industry, geography and arts. $3.00 


Seaton, George W. CUE'S GUIDE TO NEW YORK CITY Prentice Hall 


Excellent for out of towners, with a simple arrangement of the facts 
tourists need to know, and with plenty of commonsense data on the subject of what to 
see, and how to see it, where to stay, where to eat, what things cost, etc. There is 
little emphasis on the glamor side of New York, or the odd bits that the long term 
visitor - or the city dweller - finds out for himself. Links with the use of Cue as 


a guide to entertainment features. $1.25 
Blatch, Harriet Stanton & CHALLENGING YEARS Putnam 
Lutz, Alma 


Vassar '78 tells of her youth under a famous mother (Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton) and amplifies and continues the story of the fight for women's rights begun 
in Created Equal. (See page 109 - 3/1/40 bulletin:) She tried to escape the family 
constriction and go to Cornell — but was thwarted. After an interlude in England, 
she returned to the U. S. and concentrated on the battle for suffrage, a long battle 
on many fronts. She concludes that women have let down a cause for which other women 
fought. Good women's club material. $3.50 


Morell, Parker LILIAN RUSSELL: The Era of Plush Random House 


Indulgent biography of a glamor girl, regaling the reader with decade 
by decade account of her rise to fame, and tenacious hold on a place in the sun, 
Daughter of a militant mother, trading on her beauty and popularity in the show bus- 
iness, friend of Diamond Jim, of Jesse Lewisohn, of Gilbert end Qullivan, at home in 
the law courts, she is scarcely a subject for serious biography. ‘But the underlining 
of the fashionable foibles of the day, the changing pattern of the decades, give this 
a touch of pre-Frederick Allen history. Pop stuff, slickly done. $3.00 


Eliot, Major George Fielding STRATEGY MAP OF EUROPE Reynal & Hitchcock 


If anyone could do a strategy map that would have value and interest 
for more than a passing moment, while Germany gobbles up another country, Eliot is the 
man. He has given his Europe without national boundaries; he has indicated permanent 
lines of fortifications, air bases, fleet bases, etc. etc. It is a map that needs close 
attention, not a wall map for quick survey, to place the next line. The keys are in- 
teresting, but a trifle involved. The factual material on the back with key histor- 
ical map, with index to place names, with outline of military geography again empha- 
sizes its use in the hand rather than on the wall. Designed and executed by Richard 
Edes Harrison. Paper $.50. Cloth $1.00. Board 43.50 
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Note:- Not enough to form a special supplement, but enough to feel that we had better 
give them to you now, rather than hold them for a special issue. So here goes. 


GARDEN BOOKS 


Blair, Laurence THE GARDEN CLINIC Macmillan 


This book is the answer to prayer for any gardener who finds himself con- 
stantly faced with uncertainties:- how to prune vines, how to divide bulbs and rhizomes, 
what proportion of mulch contents to use, from what direction to spray, how best to 
water in dry periods, how to secure second blooms, how to recognize and control garden 
enemies, when and how to transplant, to separate. Here, in practical text and accom- 
panying charts and drawings, Blair provides the most usable how-to-do it manual I have 


ever found. (6/25) $2.00 


Doubleday, Russell TREE NEIGHBORS Doubleday, Doran 


True to its definitive title, this is the story of the trees under which 
we live and drive and play. They are, for the most part, the familiar trees we know 
by sight, and usually by name, and here we are given the opportunity to be certain of 
identification through leaves, bark and shape, to know something of their use and ha- 
bits, of their enemies and even of the legends that have been built around them. Photo- 
graphs of the trees, "finger print" of the leaf, and - in the end paper - the design 
of the various barks. Good companion for vacation days. (3/21) $1.75 


Johnson, Corinne I WANT A GARDEN House of Field 


My attention was called to this little book by someone who told me that, 
for the elderly woman who has yearned for a garden always, the experiences of Corinne 
Johnson were a flag of hope. She, too, had wanted a garden, and late in life, with 
very limited capital and limited strength, she secured what she wanted. It took ten 
years to do it, and we could wish this little booktold more of the trial and error pro- 
cess. However, in brief space, there is a great deal of commonsense information about 
the essentials of the practical garden, which supplies lots of flowers and joy to the 
The theory and the psychology of a garden forms the thread throughout the 


possessor. 
text. The photographic illustrations are disappointing. (Published) $1.00 
Kains, Me Ge GROW YOUR OWN FRUIT Scribner 


This book is a temptation to the cwner of a small plot of ground for Mr. 
Kains makes it sound so easy. He writes for the amateur and the small plot owner, and 
leaves out no steps the novice should understand in order to secure a thriving crop. 
He reduces the complications to the simplest routine, and proceeds from selection to 
planting to care and harvesting. As a professor of horticulture, the author stresses, 
too, the value of fruit trees and bushes in landscaping, so every gardener is a po- 


tential customer for this book. Fully illustrated. (3/10) $3.50 
SPORT 
Calahan, He Ae RIGGING Macmillan 


Another of Calahan's practical manuals - simple, comprehensive and use- 
ful. The hows, whys and whens - instruction as to rigging, repairing and design, and 
in addition, the application of the knowledge to racing. A Must book for those who 
have the other Calahan volumes. [Illustrated with halftones, diagrams, sketches. 
Should have plus sale for camps and for boy enthusiasts, (7/2) $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday, Doran 

Fenton, C.L. & M. Ae— THE ROCK BOOK—- from 7/12 to 8/9 
Knopf 

Chace, L.N.— LOOK AT LIFE— Definite date 9/9 

Coxe, Ge He— THE GLASS TRIANGLE— Definite date 7/15 
Little Brown 

Maltz, A.~— THE UNDERGROUND STREAMS— from 6/12 to 6/26 

Steel, K.— DEAD OF NIGHT-— Definite date 7/24 

Zinsser, H.~ AS I REMEMBER HIM— Price from $3.00 to $2.75. Definte date 

6/25. July Book Of The Month Club Selection. 

Random House 

Paul, E.— MAYHEM IN B-FLAT. Definite date 8/14 
Reynal & Hitchcock 

Young, F.B.— THE SHIP'S SURGEON'S YARN- from 6/14 to 7/12 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR- JUNE 15TH TO JULY 1ST 


June 17- Faxon, Frederica-—- REHEARSAL (Coward McCann) 
June 19- Allen, Gracie- GRACIE ALLEN FOR PRESIDENT (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Regler, G.— THE GREAT CRUSADE (Longmans Green) 


- 247 - 


Page 


208 


87 
181 


178 
132 


112 
204 


201 


215 
240 
201 


June 21- Sinclair, Upton- WORLD'S END (Viking) July selection of the Literary 


Guild. 


Stoddard, L.— INTO THE DARKNESS (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
June 24- Bonner, Charles— LEGACY (Knopf) 
Murray, Amy— NOVEMBER HEREABOUT (Henry Holt) 
June 25- Blair, L.—- THE GARDEN CLINIC (Macmillan) 
Stern, G. B.— A LION IN THE GARDEN (Macmillan) 
Taylor, E. L.-THE STRATEGY OF TERROR (Houghton Mifflin) 
Zinsser, He— AS I REMEMBER HIM (Little Brown). July selection of 


Lu 3 0 The Book Of The Month Club. 
roi. al Hutchinson, R.C.— THE FIRE AND THE WOOD (Farrar & Rinehart) 


Maltz, Albert- THE UNDERGROUND STREAMS (Little Brown) 
June 28— Morris, Hilda- THE VANTAGE POINT (Putnam) 


N. B.— Date Change On The June ist To 15th Calendar 


June 7— MecCormac, John— CANADA (Viking ) 
June 10~ Giono, Jean- JOY OF MAN'S DESIRING (Viking) 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEWENT: Oe 


Note:- Theoretically, we run juveniles in four Spring tissues and ten issues between 
June 15th and mid November. But somehow, the publishers are creeping up on us, with 
more Spring titles (so that we had seven juvenile supplements instead of four), and with 
earlier available material on Fall lists, so that here we are, with another supplement, 
covering mid summer titles. So ~ 1f you don't buy juveniles throughout the year, keep 
track now of those you will want when the time comes. 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 





Bartrug, Carey M. MOTHER GOOSE SAFETY RHYMES Whitman 


There have been various safety books -—- the Munro Leaf one is probably the 
best, so far as it goes. But this, though a "trick book" has a direct appeal to very 
small children that should make pre-school safety instruction palatable. Except for a 
few lame rhymes and obvious stalls, this carries out the idea of transferring safety 
rules to familiar nursery rhymes successfully. And the pictures by Marjorie Peters, 
sustain the text and the purpose admirably. (Published) $ .75 ( 


Todt, Ruth K. CAPTAIN JEFF AND THE SQUEEZE BOX Whitman 


Toys as characters in stories are usually popular, though it seems diffi- 
cult to create such a story with much claim to originality. This is a story about a 
marionette, and about how his accordion, a silent fake in off-stage periods, took on 
life and meaning when the curtain was up. The photographs are uneven in reproduction, 
but clever in composition. (Published) $1.25 





BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - g) 


Bacmeister, Rhoda W. STORIES TO BEGIN ON Dutton 


This should prove a godsend for parents with small children and imaginations 
that can't cope with the story fever. For here are wee stories, might—be-true stories, 
nonsense verse and story verse, gauged to the comprehension and interest span of the 
pre-school child. Many of them are dialogue stories, into which the child's own name 
and activities can be fitted. Familiar situations, suggesting other ways of telling 
stories, and vocabulary tested for the development from two to four. The claim of 
adaptability to 18-month babies seems to me unconvincing. Illustrated, by photographs, 
full of recognizable situations and objects, for the three and four year old. The in- 
dex helps its use as reference. (6/28) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS ‘IN READING - ‘Story Books 


Fry, Rosalie K. LADYBUG! LADYBUG ! Dutton ( 


Fanciful story of two ladybugs who get caught at the end of summer and 
have to find a way to live through the winter. This do they do with the help of Beetle 
Black, and it is a good lesson in the value of cooperation. Amusing pictures in line 
and flat color. (6/21) $1.00 
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Henry, Marguerite AUNA AND TAUNO Whitman 


* Good factual material about child life in the Finland of pre-war days, with 
enough story content to carry the details of clothes, food, daily round, school and 
play. The children are twins, so the activities fit both boy and girl interest. Pull 
page pictures in full color give a good deal of data to supplement the text. Good ad- 
dition to shelf of children of other lands, for seven and eight year olds. Gladys 
Blackwood has done the pictures. (Published) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Freeman, Ruth & Harrop A. CAPTAIN AND MATE Whitman 


* Handicraft presented in a novel way, by the authors of Chips and Little 

Chips. This time the subject is ship-—building, with the small boy making a model boat 
while the larger boat is under construction. Each step of the process takes on prac- 
tical:-meaning through actual doing it in miniature. This should prove a good opening 
wedge to one or other of the books on ship models. (Published) 6.70 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Irwin, Grace THE HAPPY TOWER Lothrop, Lee & Shepherd 
* Frankly disappointing, from the author of Little Miss Redhead. It is 
"just another family story" -— somewhat mild, somewhat dated. A city family outgrows 


the city apartment and moves, with all their household goods, to country (or near - 
country). An absent-minded father and a presiding genius of the back stairs and a long- 
suffering mother are the adults, but none of the children seem to stand out as flesh 

and blood personalities, and the incidents are more or less predictable. Even the mys— 
tery, hinted at times, fails to materialize. (Published) $2.00 


Kristoffersen, Eva M. MERRY MATCHMAKERS Whitman 


A bit stereotyped, though in the course of an episodic family story of 
Sweden one gets a good deal of the feel of how the simple working people live. From 
the hunt for a May pole for Midsummer Day, the activities go through the holidays, 
with picnics, with mushrooming, with parties and with various links to household and 
factory activities, culminating in the oldest lad naving his chance to prove that he 
is going to be ready to step into a niche in the match factory which is the village 
good provider. A pleasant story, with not enough plot interest. (7/12) $2.00 


Marshall, Helen Laughlin A SEW GEXICAN BOY | Holiday House 


A native lad, born of a race that goes back to the Spanish, Pancho in 
the round of his life shares with young readers the colorful panorama of his life, - 
sheep grazing, weaving, chile harvesting, lumbering, gathering pinoon nuts, taking part 
in fiestas, in weddings, in holidays and even in house building. His devotion to the 
baby burro, born on his name day, is the connecting thread. Regional material, well- 
told, though once again one of the books that has good substance but that will have to 
be properly presented to catch young readers' interest. The pictures are lovely pas— 
tels by Olive Rush, perhaps a little too "pretty" for the subject, but charming. 

There will be a good deal of local interest, due to the Quarto-Centennial celebrations 
this year, and the district in and near Santa Fe should find it thoroughly saleable, 
and of probable value with schools and libraries. (6/3) $2.00 
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Waldeck, Jo Besse LITTLE JUNGLE VILLAGE Viking 


British Guiana jungles as the background for the story of two native chil- 
dren, left on their own to shift for themselves. In miniature and quite realistical- 
ly, they solve their problems of shelter and food, of mutual responsibility; they 
meet the normal childish fears, and conquer them. And in every way, they prove that 
the native theory that children from eight and nine on, can live as adults, is tenable. 
It is an unusual approach to the picture of how other children live. I've not seen 
the illustrations, but Katharina von Dombrowski's name is sufficient guarantee. Jun- 
ior Literary Guild selection, probably for August. (7/29) $2.00 





FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Pease, Eleanor F. HEROES ALL Whitman 


More Tales of Real Dogs 


True stories of unsung canine heroes from the Alps to the Cumberland 
Mountains. With 28 stories in brief compass, they suffer from brevity, and end by 
being merely anecdotal. There is not enough build-up to capture the reader's imagina— 
tion and sympathy, so they lose out on the main "bait" of the average animal story. 
Then too, the author is inclined to write down to his audience. There is one story 
that is an exception, — the story of the Alpine postman and the performing dachshund. 
Factual information, on types of dogs and their functional use (Seeing Eye, etc.) 
gives this book a certain reference value. There is a good deal of practical informa- 
tion about handling dogs. Don't sell on the story value; only young readers who are 
vitally interested in anything to do with dogs will appreciate it. (6/21) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Campbell, Reginald THE KEEPERS OF ELEPHANT VALLEY Random House 


* Elephants as a means of livelihood form the background for this likeable 
story of a father and three young children in Siam. Unfamiliar material, entertain- 
ingly handled, with lots of adventure, with interesting side bits on elephant hunt- 
ing and elephant herding. Three ill-fated expeditions in search of a prized white el- 
ephant, and in between various adventures with creatures of the wilds; experiences of 
getting lost in the jungle —- and finally success. Well paced story about a 14-year 


Old boy, a girl of 12 and another boy of nine. Good entertainment. (7/97) $2.00 
12 

Gray, Elizabeth Janet THE FAIR ADVENTURE Viking 

* I'm in a quandary about this book, because I liked it so much myself that 


I'd like to assure everyone that girls in the early teens would like it too, and yet 
there is, in my mind, an undercurrent suspicion that it is a trifle dated, that the 
slang is not 1940, that the family point of view is not that of today's modern genera- 
tion, but rather of the youth of my own day, that the things they do and the way they 
do them strike a nostalgic note, and would appeal to girls today more as a picture of 
their parents' day than their own. And yet there are references to radio programs of 
the moment, which places it today. Having been honest about reservations, I want to 
say again that I liked it, that I found the heroine, who always seemed to have to play 
second fiddle toother members of her big family, a very real and likable human being, 


and that the story, with its episodic treatment and lack of build up to a real climax < 
yet has definite holding quality. The setting is a university town of the South; the 
family is a professor's family with very moderate means. 7-24 $2.00 








June 1, 1940 Juvenile Books « S66 





Hinkle, Thomas C. busty: The ‘Story of A Wild Dog Morrow 


An excellent dog story of 2 wolfhound puppy mothered by an old she-wolf on 
the western plains, and finally caught and tamed by some cowboys. It is told from two 
angles, — human and animal, so that one feels that one can follow the reasoning of the 
old she-wolf and understand her bewilderment at the antics of her puppy. The author 
knows his animals and speaks authoritatively, but is distinctly less good when he deals 
with his cowboys. The story moves swiftly, in spite of mental soliloquies and involved 
dialogue now and again, and it should appeal to dog lovers of all ages. Good local 


color. (7/24) $2.00 
Knight, Eric LASSIE COME-HOME Winston 
« Greyfriar's Bobby is a dog classic. All who have loved it from many years 


back will welcome Lassie Come-Home, the story of a courageous, pertinacious and stead- 
fast collie, against a Yorkshire setting. Lassie was the best dog in the Riding and 
coveted by the wealthy Duke who lived nearby. But not until he had been on the dole 
for months did his collier owner reluctantly part with him. Lassie would have none of 
this change of residence; she ran away daily to call for Joe at school, and when she 
was taken four hundred miles to a Scottish estate, she came home, an amazing odyssey 
over land and water. Knight knows Yorkshire and its people, and has moderated his dia- 
lect more than in his adult stories. Ran as a short story in the Saturday Evening Post. 
The Marguerite Kirmse illustrations give it added appeal, and it should have an adult 


as well as juvenile sale. Junior Guild for July. (7/1) $2.00 
Wyeth, N. Cc. editor GREAT STORIES OF THE SEA AND SHIPS _ MeKay 
* Short stories and excerpts from books, brought together to make one of 


the best collections of sea stories I have seen. This is Wyeth in a new role, and he 
has chosen well, selecting from the classics (yes, even Homer), on down to virtually 
the present. There is adventure, there is autobiography, there is straight fiction 
and there is some franklj1 descriptive material. If you wanted to tie it in with other 
reading to which it should serve as introduction, glance through the list of famous 
sources, such as Jwo Years Before the Mast, Midshipman Easy, Robinson Crusoe, Drums, 
Count of Monte Cristo, Sea Wolf, Jim Davis, Moby Dick, Kidnapped, 20,000 League Under 
the Sea, and others of their ilk. 21 full page illustrations in free wood block tech- 
hiques, by Peter Hurd. Good for your father-—-and-son sea-shelf. (Published) $2.50 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Baldwin, Arthur JUNIOR SKIPPER'S HANDBOOK Random House 


* If you have a prospective, sailor in your household, and want him to 
learn his ropes young, give him this. If you have one already launched, who wants to 
learn the fine points, give him this. If you have a nautically minded group of young- 
sters and one reluctant landlubber, give him this. This is the best introduction to 
sailfng and racing for the juniors that I have seen. First the problem of acquiring 

a boat, the kinds, what to look for etc. Then getting acquainted with your boat. 

Then theory, practice, landing, jibing, tacking, the valué of the various sails, safe- 
ty measures, ground tackle and mooring gear, the care of the boat. And the finale is 
a dictionary of nautical terms. A book designed for juniors that any adult, not a 





professional, would find valuable. Illustrated by the author. (7/77 $1.00 por 


e » 
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Marran, Ray J. GAMES OUTDOORS Crowell 





designed for the boy who can go to a sporting goods department 
and order what he wants, for the boys -— and the boys' clubs- 
with limited funds, and an eager desire to make the most of every opportunity for out- 
door games. The author not only describes all types of outdoor games, from marbles to 
track events, but he describes the making of homemade equipment, the building of an 
outdoor gymnasium, the rules and regulations so that contestants will learn to play 
games, bicycle games, games with baseballs, with basketballs, croquet, handball, toss 
and so on and so on. Games that need equipment —- and how 
An essential volume for camps and clubs, 


This is not 
store or specialty shop 


and throw games, tag games, 
to make the equipment. And games that don't. 


for ptiblic library games shelves, and for the boys own shelf. (Published) $2.00 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Johnson, Enid & Margaret MYSTERY OF THE SEVEN MURALS Random House 


Junior College background for a mystery story, in which the story is of 
more importance than the mystery (which is too readily guessed). It is a problem of 
aphasia, of the identity of a gypsy artist and of the originator of the murals which 
are being painted on the walls of a college building. To me the school aspects were 
unconvincing, an odd blend of old time boarding school and would be modern. But the 
story itself is well-paced and readable. Slight vocational slant. (7/1) $2.00 w 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 


ee Clarke, Frances E. — compiled by GREAT WINGS AND SMALL Macmillan 


Bird stories of our day, anecdotes, articles, a few fictionized nature 
studies, revealing various birds and their ways of life. The subjects range from hab- 
its of birds in general to rare birds ard problems of conservation. More specialized 


than the editors horse stories and dog stories. (For fuller report see page 208) 
(6/25) $2.50 
Collins, A. Frederick THE RADIO AMATEUR'S HANDBOOK Crowell 


This is a new edition of an established book, but it seems to us that 
there are newer and better books in the field. However, for your information, there 
are useful bits - definitions, a few tables - and the ABC theory of the factual and con- 
structional aspects. Not a book for beginners who want to learn the fundamentals, nor 
for the experienced person who wants to extend his useful information. Elementary in 
treatment. Quite honestly, I think Collins handbooks are a habit which should be an- 
alyzed critically. Some of them are good; some have been superseded by sounder mater- 
ial. This has been edited by the radio editor of the N. Y. Sun, but there is still 
much to be desired. (For full report, see page 222) (6/28) $2.00 


Fenton, Carroll Lane & Mildred Adams THE ROCK BOOK Doubleday, Doran 


The authors of Our Amazing Farth have once again made a subject which 
sounds very specialized readable and interesting. With many boys collecting rocks and 
interested in the subject, this should prove a gold mine of information for the refer- 

& ence shelves of school and public libraries. History - geology -— and the functions of 
rocks in the earth's history and in economic life. Illustrated with full color frontis- 
piece, line drawings and photographs. (ior full report see page 208) (8/9) $5.00 























June 1, 1940 Juvenile Books ~ 283 « 


Kissner, J — &ditor FOLDBOAT HOLIDAYS Greystone 


The fad of foldboating is a new one, and forms a passport to inland water— 
ways for the small income group. This should gradually include boys and girls, who 
will find that this book provides a good introduction to the subject. Addicts, con- 
verts all, have contributed their stories, the ways in which the foldboat has met their 
necds. How to do it, equipment and costs, personal experiences, tall tales. (For full 


report, see page 224). (Published) $2.50 
Millis, Walter WHY EUROPE FIGHTS Morrow 
* x This is so important a book from the junior as well as the adult angle 


that I am double-starring it for your special attention. For months the accusation 
has been made against young people that they are indifferent or definitely antagonis- 
tic to the idea and fact of the European war. Now, suddenly, they have been caught in 
the contagion of absorbed interest,and find themselves floundering. What's it all a- 
bout? Here's the best book to give them a chance to get their muddled facts orien- 
tated. It is one of the finest pieces of condensation I ever remember seeing. Ina 
mere 250 pages, Millis spreads out the map of Europe and vitalizes it over a period of 
twenty-one years. From Versailles to Poland he traces the mistakes, the compromises, 
the advances and retreats, the smoke screens that brought one move after another. The 
bits of the picture puzzle fit into place. fThe whole dramatic tragedy takes form and 
meaning and significance, that drives home the relentless pace of totalitarianism 
blotting out civilization. This should be required reading in every High School in 
the country. (For full report see page 219) (6/12) $2.50 


Noren, Arthur T. SOFTBALL Barnes 


Another book in the Barnes Dollar Sports Library. A handbook on a com- 
paratively new and increasingly popular game: -— technique, positions, fundamentals of 
batting, of base running, of team play; equipment, rules, etc. (See page 209) $1.00 


Oldham, H. P. HOW TO FLY A PLANE Waverley House 


This is virtually a concentrated correspondence course in becoming an 
amateur pilot, but the author makes no apologies for going into the psychological re- 
actions of the beginner, and preparing him for his sensations at each step. The ma- 
terial is based on the course prescribed by the C.A.A. With the prospect of thousands 
being trained for reserves in the near future, boys whose ambitions turn in the direc- 
tion of flying will find this book a valuable first step. (For full report see page 
225) (Published) $2.50 


Peterson, Alvan M. WILD BIRD NEIGHBORS Bruce 


One man's record of his contacts with 35 North American birds, with the 
things he discovered about their habits, their appearance, their songs, their nests, 
when they are seen and where. A fascinating book to supplement a field guide, but not 
intended as a substitute. Photographs of nests and young, however, will often aid in 
recognition, where the field guide's diagrams and pictures of the adult birdleave one 
puzzled. (For full report see p2ge 223). (Published) $2.00 


NEWS FLASH 


Caldecott Medal awarded to Edgar 4 Ingri Parin d'Aulaire for ABRAHAM LINCOLN (D.D.) 
Newbery award goes to James Daugherty for DANIEL BOONE (Viking Press) 








